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                        COASTAL PLAIN LEPC GENERAL MEETING

                      September 16, 2021
         Members Present:

Brandon Luttrell – President
Rick McLester – Vice President
Sara Williams – Sec/Treas
William Thompson – TX GLO
William McGlaun – Buckeye 

Duane Campbell – Vopak

Susan Boutwell – SPC OEM
David Krebs – Board Member

JoAnn Ehmann – IOB

Lee Kouadio Tobey – SPC E911
Gus Lopez – Chemours

Bob Blaschke – Board Member

Danielle Hale – POCCA
Janna Shoe – 211 Texas

Dan Watkins – GCGV

Carrie DeLeon – TriCo EMS
Nathan Kelley – APFD


Elizabeth McFadden – CC-LEPC

Macy Culpepper – SPC OEM

I.
 Call to Order/Approval of Minutes:  The meeting was held at the San Patricio Plymouth Building Training Room. Brandon called the meeting to order at 1:42 p.m. He thanked everyone for attending the meeting. He asked if everyone had a chance to go over the July General meeting minutes. JoAnn Ehmann made a motion to approve the July General Meeting Minutes, it was 2nd by Bob Blaschke and the motion passed. 
II. 
Financial Report: Sara Williams reported there is $23,409.16 in the bank. She said we have some outstanding invoices but do not have the funds to pay them. Brandon said the Executive Board met earlier today. There was not a motion to approve the financial report. 
III.     Subcommittee Reports:
1.   Communications – Oscar Rivera – was not present. 
2.   Exercise & Design – Rickey McLester Jr. – was not present.  
3.        Fire Chiefs – Nathan Kelley – their group met last night virtually and they had a good turnout. They had a moment of silence for the loss of retired Refugio Fire Chief Don Pullin and Rockport Firefighter Harris Baker. They discussed the AMBUS and Chief Rocha will bring it to Refugio on the 28th for show and tell and then to Aransas County.  We were lucky Tropical Storm Nicolas took a big skirt away from us. We did mostly preparations and had no special responses. Flint Hill and RJ Thomas had a Virtual Table Top Exercise (VTTX) on Chlorine yesterday. We have a new representative for the Texas Forest Service for this area. There is more upcoming training and he will let RJ talk about it under the training subcommittee. 
4.  Hazard Analysis & Vulnerability – Rick McLester – said they are transitioning for someone to take his place on this subcommittee.  
5.     Health & Medical – Judge Krebs said Kimberly Watson could not be here today. They are still dealing with Covid. They have 631 active cases in the county. Up to 54% of the county is vaccinated so people are heeding the warning.  Rick said he sits in on Refugio County’s conference calls every week. They are doing around 45 tests a week with 6 to 8 positive cases a week. Some people are coming in to get tested and they think they just have allergies but they are shocked when they test positive for Covid. Judge Krebs said Sara and her group have upcoming vaccination clinics and they will also be at Odem, Aransas, Gregory and Sinton after school hours. Rick asked if parents have to be present with children and Sara said yes. Nathan Kelley asked Judge Krebs if he can give an update on the new hospital. The Judge said it’s in the early stages. Commissioners voted to allow a special election set for Nov. 2. If it passes, they can move on and the county can then appoint a temporary hospital board who will be tasked with hiring site selectors that will figure out where to build a brand new hospital.
6.       Public Information & Awareness – Gus Lopez – said they are still in the middle of the Code Red initiative. He and Sara have visited twelve city council meetings. They always have a warm reception and there are always questions to be asked and answered. So they are making a difference. They went live with LinkedIn and Facebook. He said he left flyers on the front table and feel free to take and copy and pass around. They have a QR code you can scan and it takes you right to the website. 
7.      Resource & Funding – Gary Moore – was not present. 
8.      Training –  RJ Thomas – they did have the Virtual Table Top Exercise (VTTX) on Chlorine the day after Tropical Storm Nicolas. Seven different locations logged in but there just was not a good turnout. In October is the return of the National Cybersecurity Summit and it will be virtual. There will be a series of webinars beginning October 6th and ending October 27th. On November 8th they will be holding the 305 All Hazards Incident Management Team Class. This will be in person at the Solomon Ortiz Center. Prerequisites for participants include having already taken the IS 100 – 400 Classes. This course is being hosted by the Port of Corpus. He has papers up front with more information for registration on both of these courses.   
IV. Action Items: There were no Action Items. 
V.     Special Topics: Janna Shoe, Outreach & Disaster Coordinator 211 Texas, Coastal Bend Region. Janna introduced herself. She asked the group if they were familiar with 211 and most in the group raised their hand. She said her area covers twelve counties in the Coastal Bend and she showed a map. There are twenty-five regions in the state. You can contact them online at 211texag.org or they have a toll free number to call for resource information on basic needs, health care, senior services, employment services, veterans services, legal services, disaster services, etc. It provides free and confidential information and referral service to those in need twenty-four hours a day. Specialists provide information on community resources available within the state. They have skilled multi lingual specialist answering the calls. They also have Mission United that has dedicated staff that are also veterans and follow-up with veteran and military households. Veterans, active duty military members, and their families can call to be connected with a dedicated case coordinator who will guide them through the process from beginning to end and find the resources to meet their unique needs. The STEAR program is a free Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM) registry that provides local emergency planners and emergency responders with additional information on the needs of citizens that require assistance during an emergency event who may have functional, medical, access needs. 

The 211 Program is included in the Governors Homeland Security Response Plan. They are waiting on the state to approve an App for 211. Back in March of 2021 they had thousands of calls. They were also busy with the Winter Storm this year as well as Hurricane Ida then Tropical Storm Nicholas. With the hurricanes and storm, most questions were for help with utilities, rent, food, etc. They are still getting many calls for Covid symptoms and test sites. She spoke some more and asked if anyone had any questions. Lee Kouadio Tobey had a few technical questions about the program and data. Danielle Hale said Janna is doing a wonderful job. Rick McLester said it’s a great program and he doesn’t know what he would do without Janna. Brandon told Janna thank you so very much for speaking to our group. 
VI.     Next Meeting Schedule: The next scheduled meeting is November 18, 2021. Brandon said they would have another Executive meeting in November. Rick McLester is looking at hosting it in Aransas County. 
VII.
  Public Comments: There were no public comments. 
VIII.   Adjourn: Brandon thanked everyone for attending the meeting. Rick McLester made a motion to adjourn the meeting and it was 2nd by Sara Williams. With no further business, Brandon adjourned the meeting at 2:38 p.m.
Sara Williams – Secretary/Treasurer 
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